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Hanks  Family 


Virginia 
Joshua  &  Ruth  Bryant  Hanks 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Seattle,  Washington, 
November  21st,  1926, 


Mr,  Louise  A.  Warren, 
The  Century  Company, 
New  York,  N.  Y, 

Dear  Sir:  | 

While  I  was  in  the  vacinity  of  Galax,  Gracin  County,  Virginia 
an  old  gentlemen  pointed  out  to  me  the  site  of  a  log  cabin  where  he 
stated  the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born.  Do  you  know  if  this  could 
be  true?     There  are  a  number  of  Hanks  still  living  in  that  vacinity  and 
I  was  informed  that  the  editor  of  the  paper  published  in  Hillsville,  Va, 
had  investigated  the  matter  and  had  secured  proof* 

Yours  very  truly, 

ThoB,  M,  Gibbes, 

2024  East  Lynn  Street, 
Seattle,  Washington* 


ThOMsab.  M.^Glbbss 

r--^t  Ivnn  3t, 
""ash. 

My  dQ;|ijf  Mr.  Glbbss: 

1"  thank  rou.  foil  otlllng 
to  Hiy  attsntion  t3je  traclij&-3ffltti^;:/in  jdrayBon 
Coiint^i',  Virginia,  ^.^hio''^  f§ti^  %'ne  Ibirthpl^.rjQ 
Fsiioy  Hankfj  tin  coin  near  tliat  p 


11'  havo  in  my  iiRn)cG  fileg  datfi 
Hanke  jwho  lived  nsar  P^psra  Gap.  K 
olilldinlen  tcnrrj  of  •/hom  lived  in  Car 
He  waa  bom  in  17BC  -ind' it" -^aa  poa 
hlo  soils  "^ho  'f^#iU3!$s»dtbe  f^.ther  of  ' 
men  t  i  ah.  e  cl  H  an  dy  H  anks  • 


jlace. 

j  on  Joshua 
p  h^.4  seventeen 
troll  County, Va 
ibly  one  of 
feh*^  above 


'ih6  ti-adition  v/hi'?h  you  have  !  rm  Horof^"^!  is 
undnt5btedly  thi:^  B-irne  tradition,  b  i:t  ^re^-j.aok 
R  u  f  n  0  i  en  t  rio  o'tiRie  n t  ary  a  f  f i  rwf it  i  on 
authority.     I  aha.  11  be  very  [jlad  t 
iriattsr  vith  the  S'TI. tor  of  the  pape 
county      at  of  0'T-3rrol"i  rim.mty,  "nd 
further  evidence  about  t>io  family 


,  to  p'i.'we  it 
^  take  i:^^  the 

at  HlllBVllle 
nnuire  if  nny 
B  av?.ilable. 


'Your  information  i^^  greatlyiUppr^oiated, 
find  1  thank  you  for  it.        "  '[ 

'  .       Reap e«t fu! '  ly  yours. 


/(>'  m? 


J^^^fT'  ^Z^W    -^ao^'  i^-JiW*'  ^ 


faa^ei^£i£  /p?  ^S2>i^^ 

^.>^^€^^^  (02^^:^-^    --^^53*^  /lP^!^es^  yC^/:!t/?^ 


^^^^      ^f^^^*^^  ^^aU<?<^A 


felaxvjBry  27,  X933 


Mr.  L.  J.  Jemet 
OelBX,  Virginia 

^]r  deer  Mr*  James; 

Of  course,  I  am  rery  much  interested  In  your  letter 
which  locptes  the  birthplace  of  Nency  Henks  ct  e  point  near 
Gclax,  Vlrglnle. 

It  would  Indeed  be  very  velueble  if ycni  could  find 
the  old  history  written  by  the  elderly  laen  whoa  you  say 
has  passed  ewe/.    I  should  like  very  nmch  to  look  it  over 
if  you  are  able  to  find  It. 

As  ycu  suggest,  I  am  writing  a  letter  to  her. 
MeFarls»nd  and  truGt  I  will  be  able  to  learn  8on« thing  from 
him  relative  to  the  records  of  tlie  church,  which  he  has  in 
his  possession,    inclosed  you  will  plsase  find  some  little 
bulletins  which  I  thou£;ht  you  might  enjoy  reading  rnd,  of 
course,  we  will  be  very  glad  to  cooperate  in  helping  to  msxic 
the  place  if  we  get  positive  evidence  thf^t  Uancy  Hanks  was 
bom  there. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Director 

LAWtliH  Lincoln  Historical  Heseardtx  FoundPtlon 

Fjac. 


February  27.  19S3 


hev.  L.  McFarland 

^eke  Foirest  College 

Snow  Cftnip,  llorth  QBrolinsi 

doer  ^^r.  Mci'erlandt 

I  heve  recently  Ijoen  adYlsed  "by  Mr.  L.  J.  JeiuQU 
of  GaXfix,  Virginia  ths-t  ytm  lif  ve  In  your  posseesioa  the 
old  records  of  the  French  ohm-ch  where  Lancy  HenJoi* 
mother  worshiped.    InFSrauch  ea  we  hsTO  "been  trying  for 
ispjcy  yoera  to  get  the  history  of  Ncncy  Hanks  etrsighteded 
oat,  I  would  eppreclete  very  lauch  iJiiy  easistemce  you  might 
glye  me  in  locating  the  Henfcs  fcmlly. 

I  am  enclosing  some  "bulletins  which  will  axaggest 
sOBtethiiig  of  wlict  h88  "been  done  and  sohks  of  the  oonduaions 
which  h£3ve  beou  drewn,  but  ss  ygtt  we  are  not  ehle  to  put 
our  finger  on  the  definite  pfixt  where  tlie  hiiiikees  liked  et 
the  time  of  aency'«  birth. 

Tou  »8y  ftcS.  aure  that  anything  you  do  will  be 
greetly  epi>recifited. 

Very  sincerely  yuur«| 


Director 

tMilM  Lincoln  Hlstoricel  i^eaearch  Foundation 

J!nc, 


^^^h^^  ^^^^^ 


0V. 


THE  BLUEMONT  HOTEL 

E.   C.   AND  R.   P.   CALDWELL,  Proprietors 
C.  S.  MUSE,  Mgr. 
GALAX,  VIRGINIA 


J\r'(r-ir-  30,  193^, 


J 


THE   BLUEMONT  HOTEL 

E.    C.    AND  R.    p.    CALDWELL,  PROPRIETORS 
C.  S.  MUSE,  Mgr. 
GALAX,  VIRGINIA 
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Deceiaber  3,  1936 


ffiss  Ylimie  Caldwell 
Tne  Blxieia^nt  Hotel 
Galax,  Virginia 

Bear  iladaia: 

Thank  ycm  xevy  saich  for  ;mur  very  proa^t  reply 
to       letter  of  inquiry  about  the  Hanks  family,  and  I 
BM  pleaeed  to  laforja  vo-i  taat  I  do  "iiave  a  .copy  of  ISks 
Caroline  Hanks  Hitchcock's  book  on  the  Hanks  Family. 

W©  have  been  interested  to  aot^  that  the  Cald- 
well fa-aily  inter-rcarried  with  the  Shlnleys,  'Mitchells 
and  other  cogriate  faallieg  of  the  early  day©  in  Bedford 
Coanty, Virginia,  so  it  is  quite  certain  they  were  related 
to  the  Kaakaes. 

Yoa  Hiitsht  be  interested  to  know  that  Jolaa  Cald- 
well  was  the  adrninistrator  of  the  pioneer  Abraham  Lincoln's 
estate  in  Kentticl<y. 

As  you  stalest,  I  will  a>rresi>oiid  with  Mrs*  iRita 
Wilkinson  Cox,  who  m.y  be  able  to  help  me  stfei  in  tracing 
the  faioily  line. 

Yery  truly  yours 


LAWjLH  m rector 


/ 


